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LEGISLATIVE BILL 70
Approved by the Governor May 27, 1997

Introduced by Cudaback, 36; Robinson, 16; Schrock, 38; Vrtiska, 1

AN ACT relating to revenue and fee collection; to amend sections 77-1702 and
81-118.01, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, and sections
23-1601, 60-302, and 60-6,322, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1996; to
authorize the use of credit cards, charge cards, and debit cards for
payments; to authorize a surcharge; and to repeal the original
sections.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. Section 23-1601, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1996, is
amended to read:

23-1601. (1) It is the duty of the county treasurer to receive all
money belonging to the county, from whatsoever source derived and_ by any
method of payment provided by section 77-1702. and all other money which is by
law directed to be paid to him or her. A1l money received by the county
treasurer for the use of the county shall be paid out by him or her only on
warrants issued by the county board according to law, except when special
provision for payment of county money is otherwise made by law.

(2) The county treasurer shall prepare and file the required annual
inventory statement of county personal property in his or her custody or
possessiony as provided in sections 23-346 to 23-350.

(3) The county treasurer, at the direction of the city or village,
shall invest the bond fund money collected for each city or village located
within each county. The bond fund money shall be invested by the county
treasurer and any investment income shall accrue to the bond fund. The county
treasurer shall notify the city or village when the bonds have been retired.

(4) On or before the fifteenth day of each month, the county
treasurer (a) shall pay to each city or village and school district located
within the county the amount of all funds collected or received for the city
or village and school district the previous calendar month, including bond
fund money when requested by any city of the first class under section 16-731,
and (b) on forms provided by the Auditor of Public Accounts, shall include
with payment a statement indicating the source of all such funds received or
collected and an accounting of any expense incurred in the collection of ad
valorem taxes, except that the Auditor of Public Accounts shall, upon request
of a county, approve the use and reproduction of a county's general ledger or
other existing forms if such ledger or other forms clearly indicate the
sources of all funds received or collected and an accounting of any expenses
incurred in the collection of ad valorem taxes.

(5) Notwithstanding subsection (4) of this section, the county
treasurer of any county in which a city of the metropolitan class or a Class V
school district is located shall pay to the city of the metropolitan class and
to the Class V school district on a weekly basis the amount of all current
year funds as they become available for the city or the school district.

Sec. 2. (1) Any county treasurer, county official. or political
subdivision official may_accept credit cazds. charge cards. or_ debit cards as
a method of cash _payment of any tax. levv. excise, duty, custom. toll.
interest, penalty. fine, license, fee, or assessment of whatever kind ox
nature. whether general or special, as provided by section 77-1702.

{2) Ihe total amount of such_ taxes, levies. excises, duties.
ctustoms, tolls. interest. penalties, fines. licenses, fees. or assessments of
whatever kind or nature. whether general or special. paid for by credit card
shall be collected by the county treasurer, countv official. or political
subdivision official.

(3) _any political subdivision operating a_facility in a proprietary
capacity may choose to accept credit cards, charge cards, or debit cards as a
means_of cash payment and may adjust the price for services to reflect the
handling_and payment costs.

{4)_The county treasurer. county official. or political subdiyision

official shall obtain, for each tramsaction, authorization for use of any
credit card. charge card. or debit card used pursuant to this segtion from the

financial institution, vending seryice company, credit card or charge card
company. or third-party merchant bank providing such service.

£5) The types of credit cards. charge cards, or debit cards accepted
and_the services provided shall be determined by the State Treasurer and the
Director of Administrative Services with the advice of a committee convened by
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the State Treasurer and the director. The committee shall consist of the
State Treasurer, the Tax Commissiogner, the director, and representatives from
counties, cities, apd other political subdxy isions as may be appropriate. The
committee shall develop recommendations for the contracting of such services.
The State Treasurer and the director shall contract with one or more credit
card, charge card, or debit card companies or third-party merchant banks for
seryices on behalf of the state and those counties, cities, and political
subdivisions that chogse to participate in the state contract for such
services. The State Treasurer and the director shall consider, for purposes
of this section, any negotiated discount, processing, or transaction fee
imposed by a credit card, charge card, or debit card company or third-party
,__and gther

merchant bank as an administrative expense. Counties cities

political swubdivisions that choose not to participate in the state contract

may choose types of credit cards, charge cards, and debit cards and may

nggg;;a:g and contract independently or collectively as a governmental entity

wi Lh one or more financial institutions, yending service companies. credit
L__gha;gg_ggg;l or debit card companies., or third-party merchant banks for

th he provision of such services. All county officials within each county

choosing to accept credit cards, charge cards, and debit cards shall contract
for services through the same finangcial institutions, vending _ service
companies ;:gdg; card, charge card, or « deblt t card companies. or third-party
merchant banks for the provision of such sery ces. County officials _which
accept credit cards, charge cards bit s _shall notify the county
M_Q_ﬂm_hmm:m;m_%_mm:mnys_ﬁﬁ__wggﬂ_fm
such service.

(6) A county treasurer, county official, or political subdivision
official authorizing acceptance of gzgﬂ t g ard or charae card payments shall
be authorized but not required to impose a surcharge or convenience ggg_ggg_
the person making_a qument by _credit card or charge card so as to wholly or
partially offset the amount of any discount or admlnxst;g;1ye_j§g§_ghé[ggg_;g
the political subdivision. The surcharge or convenience fee shall be applied

only when allowed by the operating rules and requlations of the credit card or
charge__card xnvolqed or when autheorized in writing by t! the credit card or
charge card company involved. W®When a person elects to make payment to a
palitigal subdivision by credit card or charge card and sugh a_surcharge o
conyenience fee is imposed, the payment of such surcharge or convenience fee
shall be deemed voluntary by such person and shall be in no case refundable.

Sec. 3. Section 60-302, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1996, is
amended to read:

60-302. (1) No motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, or cabin
trailer, unless otherwise expressly provided, shall be operated or parked on
the highways of this state unless the vehicle is registered in accordance with
Chapter 60, article 3. There shall be a rebuttable presumption that any
vehicle stored and kept more than thirty days in the state is being operated
or parked on the highways of this state and shall be registered in accordance
with Chapter 60, article 3. Every owner of a vehicle required to be
registered shall make application for registration to the county treasurer of
the county in which the vehicle has tax situs as defined in section 77-1238.
The application shall be a copy of a certificate of title or, in the case of a
renewal of a registration, the application shall be the previous registration
period's certificate. A salvage certificate of title as defined in section
60-129 and a nontransferable certificate of title provided for in section
60-131 shall not be valid for registration purposes.

(2) An application for registration of a motor vehicle shall be
accompanied by proof of financial responsibility or evidence of insurance.
Proof of financial responsibility shall be evidenced by a copy of proof of
financial responsibility filed pursuant to subdivision (2), (3), or (4) of
section 60-528 bearing the seal of the Department of Motor Vehicles. Evidence
of insurance shall give the effective dates of the automobile liability
policy, which dates shall be evidence that the coverage is in effect on and
following the date of registration, and shall designate, by explicit
description or by appropriate reference, all motor vehicles covered.

(3) Any nonresident owner who desires to register a vehicle or
vehicles in this state shall register in the county where the vehicle is
domiciled or where the owner conducts a bona fide business.

(4) Each new application shall contain, in addition to other
information as may be required by the department, the name and post office
address of the applicant and a description of the vehicle, including the
color, the manufacturer, the identification number, and the weight of the
vehicle required by Chapter 60, article 3. With the application the applicant
shall pay the proper registration fee as provided in sections 60-305.08 to
60-339 and shall state whether the vehicle is propelled by motor vehicle fuel
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as defined in section 66-482, diesel fuel as defined in section 66-654,
compressed fuel as defined in section 66-6,100, or alternative fuel as defined
in section 66-686 and, if alternative fuel, the type of fuel. The form shall
also contain a notice that bulk fuel purchasers may be subject to federal
excise tax liability. The department shall prescribe a form, containing the
notice, for supplying the information for vehicles to be registered. The
county assessor shall include the form in each mailing made pursuant to
section 77-1240.01. The county treasurer or his or her agent shall notify the
Motor Fuel Tax Enforcement and Collection Division of the Department of
Revenue whenever a vehicle powered by an alternative fuel as defined in
section 66-686 is registered. The notification shall include the name and
address of the registrant, the date of registration, the type of motor vehicle
registered, and the type of alternative fuel used to propel the vehicle as
indicated on the registration application.

(5) The county treasurer or his or her agent shall collect, in
addition to the registration fees, one dollar and fifty cents for each
certificate issued and shall remit one dollar and fifty cents of each
additional fee collected to the State Treasurer for credit to the Department
of Motor Vehicles Cash Fund.

(6) The county treasurer or his or her agent shall collect, in
addition to other registration fees, one dollar and fifty cents for each
certificate issued and shall remit the fee to the State Treasurer for credit
to the State Recreation Road Fund.

(7) If a citation is issued to an owner or operator of a vehicle for
a violation of this section and the owner properly registers and licenses the
vehicle not in compliance and pays all taxes and fees due and the owner or
operator provides proof of such registration to the prosecuting attorney
within ten days after the issuance of the citation, no prosecution for the
offense cited shall occur.

(8) If a county board consolidates services under the office of a
designated county official other than the county treasurer pursuant to section
23-186, the powers and duties of the county treasurer relating to registration
under sections 60-301 to 60-347 shall be performed by the designated county

official.
(9) A county treasurer or county official or his or her adent may
accept credit cards, change cards. or debit cards as a means of payment for

registration pursuant to section 2 of this act.

Sec. 4 Section 60-6,322, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1996, is
amended to read:

60-6,322. (1) Application for registration shall be made to the
county treasurer in such form as the Director of Motor Vehicles prescribes and
shall state the name and address of the applicant, state a description of the
snowmobile, including color, manufacturer, and identification number, and be
signed by at 1least one owner. Application forms shall be made available
through the county treasurer's office of each county in this state. Upon
receipt of the application and the appropriate fee as provided in section
60-6,323, the snowmobile shall be registered by the county treasurer and a
numbered decal shall be provided which shall be affixed to the upper half of
the snowmobile in such manner as the director prescribes. Snowmobiles owned
by a dealer and operated for demonstration or testing purposes shall be exempt
from affixing numbered decals to the snowmobile but are required to carry a
valid numbered decal with the snowmobile at all times.

(2) If a county board consolidates services under the office of a
designated county official other than the county treasurer pursuant to section
23-186, application shall be made to and forms shall be made available through
the office of the designated county official and the designated county
official shall register snowmcbiles and issue the numbered decal as provided
in this section.

(3) A county treasurer or county official or his or her agent may
accept credit cards, charge cards. or debit cards as a means of payment for
registration pursuant to section 2 of this act.

Sec. 5. Section 77-1702, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is
amended to read:

77-1702. state warrants are receivable for the amount payable into
the state treasury on account of tax levied for general state purposes.
County warrants are receivable for the amount payable into the county treasury
for general purposes. City warrants shall be received for the city general
tax, village warrants for the village general tax, and town warrants for the
town general tax. State, city, village, or township taxes, levied for other
special purposes, may be paid by warrants drawn and payable out of the
particular fund on account of which they are tendered. Lawful money of the
United States, checks, drafts, credit cards, charge cards, debit cards. money
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orders, or other bills of exchange may be accepted in payment of any state,
county, village, township, school district, or other governmental subdivision
tax, levy, excise, duty, custom, toll, penalty, fine, license, fee, or
assessment of whatever kind or nature, whether general or special.

Sec. 6. Section 81-118.01, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is
amended to read:

81-118.01. (1) Any state official or state agency eperating e
faeility in e preprietary eapmeity may accept credit cards,_charge cards, or
Qebit cards as a meens method of cash payment end may adjust the priece for
serviees te refieet the usual end custemary diseount charges of any tax, levy,
excise, duty. custom, toll, interest. penalty, fine, license, fee, or
assessment of whatever kind or nature, whether general or special, as proyided
by section 77-1702.

(2)__The total amount of such taxes, levies., excises, duties,
customs, tolls, interest, penalties, fines., licenses, fees, or assessments of
whatever kind or pature, whether general or special, paid for by credit card.
charge card, or debit card shall be collected by the state official or state
agency.

{3) Any state official or state agency operating a facility in a
proprietary capacity may choose to accept credit cards. charge cards. or debit

cards as a means of cash payment. and may adjust the price for serviges to
reflect the handling and payment costs.
(4) The_ state official or state agency shall obtain,. for each

transaction. authorization for use of any credit card, charge card, or debit
card used pursuant to this section from the financial institution, vending
service company, credit card or charge card company. or third-party merchant
bank providing such_service.

(5)_The types of credi rds, charge cards, or debit cards accepted
and__the services proyided for any state official or state agency shall be
determined by the State Treasurer and the Director of Administrative Services
with the advice of the committee convened pursuant to subsection (5) of
section 2 of this act. The State Treasurer and the director shall contract
with one or more credit card. charge card, or debit card companies or
third-party merchant banks for services on behalf of the state and those
counties, cities, and political subdivisions that choose to participate in_the
state contract for such serviges. Any neqotiated discount, processina, or
transaction fee imposed by a credit card. charge card. or debit card _company

or third-party merchant bank shall be considered for purposes of this
section. as an_administrative expense.

(6)__A state official or state agency obtaining, _ for each
transaction. authorization for use of any credit card or charge card used
pursuant to this section may. but is not required to. impose a surcharge or.
convenience fee upon the person making a payment by credit card or charge card
so as to wholly or partially offset the amount of any discount or
administrative fees charged to the state agency. The surcharge or convenience
fee shall be applied only when allowed by the operating_rules and requlations
of the credit card or charge card involved or when authorized in writing by
the credit card or charge card company inyolved. When a person elects to make
a_payment to a state agency by credit card or charage card and such a surcharge
or convenience fee is imposed., the payment of such surcharge or convenience
fee shall be deemed voluntary by such person and shall be in no case
refundable.

Sec. 7. Original sections 77-1702 and 81-118,01, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, and sections 23-1601, 60-302, and 60-6,322, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1996, are repealed.
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